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 APPLICATION FOR LANDMARK OR LANDMARK DISTRICT DESIGNATION 
 ADDENDUM TO PETITION TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
 LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 
 
 
1. NAME 
  Historic   John G. & Adella Cordner House  
  and/or Common  
  NeHBS Site LC13:F08-008 
 
2. LOCATION 
  Address 325 S. 55th Street, Lincoln, NE 68510 
  
3. CLASSIFICATION 
 
  Proposed Designation Category 
 
       Landmark District      district     site 
   x   Landmark  x   building(s)     object 
        structure 
  Present Use 
 
      agriculture     industrial     religious 
      commercial     military     scientific 
      educational     museum     ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘΩƴ 
      entertainment     park     other  
      government  x private residence  
 
4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
 

 Name Kelly Custom Homes Ltd (Kelly B. & Mary F. Langer)   
  Address  8101 Cooper Court, Lincoln, NE 68506 
 
5. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
 

 Legal Description Part of the north half of Lot 8, Lemings Subdivision, being the south 
171.95 feet of the north 329.3 feet & the west 324.75 feet of the 
east 461.20 feet excluding street right-of-way, located in the NE ¼ 
of Section 29-10-7 in Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska 

 Property ID Number       17-29-211-021-000 
  

   
 

Number of Acres or Square Feet: (more or less)  55,727 Sq. Ft, more or less 
 
6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
 

Title Historical & Architectural Survey of Lincoln, Nebraska 
 

Date   2016                  State    County  x  Local 
 



2 

 

Depository for survey records  Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Dept.  
City   Lincoln   State  Nebraska 
Is proposed Landmark or Landmark District listed in the National Register? 
     yes, date listed               
  x  no 

 
7. DESCRIPTION AND HISTORY 

Condition  : currently under rehabilitation 
    excellent  x  deteriorated  x  unaltered  x original site 

     good     ruins     altered     moved   date       
  x  fair     unexposed 
 
SITE DESCRIPTION: 

The house site of approximately 1.25 acres is a remnant of a 10 

acre parcel purchased by Adella Cordner in 1895 and 1901.  

Elijah Lemming had platted eight large lots between L and O 

Streets, from 48th to 56th, in the late 1880s and the Cordners 

obtained the north half of Lot 8 in 1895 and the south half in 

1901.  The Cordners were listed in Lincoln directories as living 

in the vicinity of 53rd and O Streets by the late 1890s and 

family occupied the site until they relocated to California 

around 1937, when the parents sold the property to their 

daughter, Lois (Cordner) Campbell.  She sold to the Hansen 

family in 1948, who sold to Kelly Custom Home Ltd. (Kelly & 

Mary Langer) in 2016. The evidence indicating a date of 

construction around 1910 is described below in ñHISTORY.ô 
 

Fieneôs Replat of 1954 created 30 house lots south, east, and 

west of the Cordner house, as well as the stub of 55th Street 

north from L Street.  Five more lots along the M Street 

frontage were created as North View addition in 1955.  The 35 houses that share the 10 acre block and 

surround the Cordner residence are Ranch-style homes clad in brick or limestone, built between the mid-

1950s and early 1960s. 

The site retains a few features that reflect on the 

Cordner occupancy.  An east-west line of three 

mature cedars northeast of the house apparently 

reflect the homeôs original orientation eastward to 56th 

Street.  There are remnants of concrete curbing of an 

old driveway sweeping past the south side of the 

house, probably leading to the brick garage in the 

north central part of the lot.  The garage is 

dilapidated, having lost all of its veneer brick from the 

east wall.  There is a brick incinerator in the 

southwest corner of the property.  Most of the trees on 

the outer edges of the parcel are Siberian elms in poor 

condition.     
Aerial view from ENE, 2016     
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   Looking west toward east façade  
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 
 

The John and Adella Cordner House at 

325 S. 55th Street in Lincoln is a two-and 

a half-story frame house with brick 

veneer on the first story and a 

clapboarded upper story, set under a 

cross-gambrel roof.  The unusual 

principal façade faces east, with a 

symmetrical upper story and 

asymmetrical ground floor.  The 

understated front door is set in a recessed 

entryway at the southeast corner, with a 

single limestone column topped with a 

composition Roman Ionic capital.  The 

front doorway has a decorative limestone 

frame and the entryway ceiling is 

meticulously trimmed with a dentil 

border and shallow coffer, consisting of a 

receding pattern of mitered rectangles, 

around a central pendant light.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
Details of front entry ceiling at SE corner of house  
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View from southeast  
 

 The longer dimension 

of the house plan is east-

west, resulting in longer 

and higher gambrel ends 

on the north and south 

sides.  Each of those 

sides has a bay window, 

clad in limestone to the 

south and brick to the 

north.  Like the east 

front, the north and the 

south sides also have 

symmetrical fenestration 

on the upper story, and 

asymmetrical openings 

on the ground floor.  

These include two 

leaded, clear-glass 

windows on the south 

side and one on the east 

side. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

South window of living room 
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View from southwest 
 

The west, rear 

façade of the house 

has a rear entrance 

near the south 

corner and a nearly 

centered, exterior 

brick chimney 

which pierces the 

pent eave of the 

second story and the 

wide eaves of the 

gambrel roof.  That 

chimney has a 

nicely carved 

limestone 

ñshoulderò block 

just under the pent 

eave, where the 

wider lower portion 

of the chimney 

transitions into the narrower upper portion.  The west side is 

the only façade with asymmetrical windows on both stories. 

 

                                                                  Detail of west 
chimney                             

 

 

 

 

 

The long north side features another entrance 

and a brick-clad bay window. 

 

 

 

 

View from north-northeast 
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The interior has approximately 

2100 square feet on the two 

main floors and an attic room 

of approximately 300 square 

feet.  The floor plan is largely 

being retained, but most of the 

wall and ceiling surfaces are 

being replaced due to mold 

damage during a decade-plus 

of vacancy.  The main 

staircase is enclosed from the 

first floor but open on the 

second floor, with an 

intermediate landing lit by a 

north window. 

 

 

The most highly finished room 

is the dining room, with 

wainscoting, a beamed ceiling 

and a built-in, glass-front 

cupboard on the north end 

between matching doors. 

 
 

Dining room, looking north 
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The south end of the dining room projects as a bay window, behind 
a wooden archway with keystone.  The bay has a high, leaded 
center sash flanked by two double-hung windows. 
 
Instead of lath and plaster or plasterboard, the interior walls and 
ŎŜƛƭƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘŜŀǘƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ά/ƻƳǇƻ-Board,έ an early 20th century 
alternative interior finishing material consisting of thin wooden 
slats, tightly butted together, and glued between two sheets of 
cardboard or heavy paper.  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ άŀ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ 
satisfactory lining for walls and ceiling than lath and plaster  
ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎΦέ 1     ά/ƻƳǇƻ-Board, The Modern Wall 
[ƛƴƛƴƎέ ǿŀǎ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊǎΩ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎŀƭǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
American Carpenter and Builder of 1911, during a period when 
/ƻǊŘƴŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƴ-partner A. W. Woods was an associate editor of the 
magazine and contributed numerous articles on the uses of the 
steel-square in drafting, measuring, and calculating.  2

                                                 
1 ñCompo-Board: What is it, How is it made, How is it used,ò advertising pamphlet of The Compo-Board Co., 

Minneapolis, n.d. (approx. 1920). Accessed Dec. 7, 2016 at https://ia801705.us.archive.org/28/items/Compo-

boardWhatItIsHowItIsMadeHowItIsUsed/WhiteBrothersDistributors0001.PDF 

 
2 Advertised in American Carpenter and Builder, (October 1911), p. 85.  Accessed Dec/8. 2016 at 

https://books.google.com/books?id=dEZYAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA85&lpg=PA85&dq=northwestern+compo-

board&source=bl&ots=3dVVVZ0DPu&sig=EkZWFU1iL6miP3knMVYj8f4m-

EQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjvtu7isLHQAhXM5yYKHVg4DCc4ChDoAQgZMAA#v=onepage&q&f=false 

 

 
 

Dining room, south end          Detail from Compo-Board pamphlet 
 
 

https://ia801705.us.archive.org/28/items/Compo-boardWhatItIsHowItIsMadeHowItIsUsed/WhiteBrothersDistributors0001.PDF
https://ia801705.us.archive.org/28/items/Compo-boardWhatItIsHowItIsMadeHowItIsUsed/WhiteBrothersDistributors0001.PDF
https://books.google.com/books?id=dEZYAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA85&lpg=PA85&dq=northwestern+compo-board&source=bl&ots=3dVVVZ0DPu&sig=EkZWFU1iL6miP3knMVYj8f4m-EQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjvtu7isLHQAhXM5yYKHVg4DCc4ChDoAQgZMAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=dEZYAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA85&lpg=PA85&dq=northwestern+compo-board&source=bl&ots=3dVVVZ0DPu&sig=EkZWFU1iL6miP3knMVYj8f4m-EQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjvtu7isLHQAhXM5yYKHVg4DCc4ChDoAQgZMAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=dEZYAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA85&lpg=PA85&dq=northwestern+compo-board&source=bl&ots=3dVVVZ0DPu&sig=EkZWFU1iL6miP3knMVYj8f4m-EQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjvtu7isLHQAhXM5yYKHVg4DCc4ChDoAQgZMAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
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American Carpenter and Builder, October 1911, p. 85. 


